
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Hi all, well another year has gone by, I hope you all 

had a great festive season with family and friends.  

This is my second last President’s Prattle.   The last 

Probus year went very well, our Christmas lunch was 

very well attended, it was a great venue and all our 

members who attended had a good time.    Margaret, 

you did a great job, many thanks from all of us. 

 

I will be absent from this meeting as I am on a cruise 

to New Zealand and back, which I am looking forward 

to.  My last cruise was a trip to a beautiful country 

called Australia, back in 1950.  Some of you had not 

been born then, but most of you would have been 

around.  Coming here was a privilege, my family and I 

became Australian citizens as soon as we could, and 

we are thankful for having had that opportunity. 

 

Back to this meeting which will be in the capable 

hands of Kathy Smith who, at this stage, will be our 

next President.  Kathy has been a great help to me this 

year. 

 

Best wishes to you all for 2015 and may our members 

enjoy another year of great fellowship, friendship and 

fun.  There is still time to seek nomination for next 

year’s office bearers.  If you are interested get 

someone to nominate you – that has to be done by this 

meeting. 

 

When I was a boy my mother would send me down the 

street with 2 pounds, I would come back with 4lb of 

potatoes, 2 loaves of bread, 3 bottles of real milk, a 

block of cheese, a packet of tea and a dozen eggs.    

Can anyone beat this ? 

 

PS.  You can’t do that now, too many security 

cameras. 

 
Yours in Probus, 

Tony Wolf 

 

 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Please advise the secretary of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS 2014/2015 
 

PRESIDENT  Tony Wolf   0466962867 

V. PRESIDENT Kathy Smith   46552159    

SECRETARY  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

TREASURER  Toni Jones    0410603594 

EX-OFFICIO  Joyce Reilly    46511431 

 

COMMITTEE  Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

   Ronald Crawford   46477825 

 Peter O’Loughlin   46266961 

   Ken Starkey      46255253 

 

MEMBERSHIP  Ronald Crawford   46477825 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty    86249314 

WEBMASTER  Sue Kijurina     46470912 

WELFARE  Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

GUEST   SPEAKER    Carolyn Cahill     46545959 

HOSPITALITY  Eileen McGregor  

   Jean Mossman 

 

 

 INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

 

Art Appreciation  Francoise Kirkland   46266428 

Book Club    Patricia Cranfield   46559478 

Cards     Jeanette Jackson    46479986 

     Ken Starkey    46255253 

Card Making    Marion Bee    46474335 

Craft     Mary Michel    46512465 

Gardening    Sue Kijurina               46470912 

Golf, Bowls, 

   Croquet    Paul Hay    46554437 

Photography    Ros Hodgins    46257759 

Theatre/Shows    Joyce Reilly    46511431 

Tours     Peter O’Loughlin   4626 6961 

Travel Tales     Kathy & Malcolm Smith   46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa             46554437 

 

 

MEET AND GREET: 

Friday, 5
th
 Feb:    Margaret Parratt and Pat Scott 

Friday, 5
th
 March:  Frances and George Selway 

 

Could the Meet and Greeters please be at the meeting 

room by 9.20am. If you are unable to fulfil your 

allocated day, please let Dorothy know ASAP. 
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NEWSLETTER:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent. Members need to contact the Membership 

Officer, Ron Crawford on 46477825 before the 

meeting or email rcsailing@bigpond.com.au 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER:   Debra Wallace was to be our 

guest speaker at our November meeting, but had to 

cancel due to work commitments.  Debra is 

Commander of the Gangs’ Squad (Outlaw Motor 

Cycle Gangs) and has agreed to be our guest speaker 

this month. 

 

 

WELFARE:   
Peter Williams:  I have spoken to Peter this week and 

he is doing well and wishes to thank everyone for their 

get well wishes to him.  We hope to see him at our 

February meeting. 

 

David Milton: David has not been too well over 

Christmas and I sent him a card from us all.  I have 

spoken to him this week and he is hoping to see us at 

the February meeting. 

 

Annette Sellings:  Annette is now in Camden Hospital 

in the Rehab Centre.  I visited her on Saturday and she 

is making a slow recovery, but is very positive and 

progressing well with plenty of physiotherapy.  I gave 

her a card from us all, and she thanked everyone for 

their good wishes. 

 

Richard Sams:  Richard is having chemo at the 

moment and, all being well, hopes to see us on Friday.  

 

  

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY:   

January: Jim Burke, Anna Degnan, Dorothy Fogarty, 

Helen Gilchrist, Sue Hedges, Toni Jones, Pauline 

Llewellyn, Gloria Meredith, Jean Mossman, Pat Scott, 

Joy Tracey. 

February:  Rick Davenport, Phil Humphreys, Jeanette 

Jackson, David Llewellyn, Margaret Smith. 

 

 

IT’S PARTY TIME 

 
First up was our very well attended Annual Probus 

Christmas Party. This year Marg had us booked in to 

Eschol Park House, a beautiful old historic mansion 

built in 1816.  After a couple of drinks in the “drawing 

room” we finally seated ourselves in the dining room 

for a terrific three course Christmas Dinner.  Santa 

Paul arrived with his bag of goodies and informed us 

that this year we (that is all of us) were providing the 

entertainment (he must be kidding).  Anyhow he was 

for real so with some coaxing by Marg, Kathy and 

Paul we all sang a McDonald’s hamburger joint 

version of the 12 days of Christmas followed by 

sweets and the general Probus gasbag with friends 

until the staff eventually herded us towards the exit 

door and suggested that we go home.  

 

Next on the agenda was our well attended New Year’s 

Eve dinner organised by, yep you guessed it, Marg 

again, at Infusion Restaurant at Rydges Campbelltown.  
Another beaut meal washed down with a wine or two 

and accompanied by plenty of lively chit chat and 

gossip. (Our “Soldier On” award for the night went to 

Peter Williams who partied on despite having had 

recent heart surgery…..good to see you out and about 

Pete).   

 

After dinner we left the restaurant and invaded the 

Samba Café in the Catholic Club for coffee and 

cake…as you do.  Finally with the time fast 

approaching midnight we adjourned outside near 

Koshigaya Park to watch the fantastic 12 o’clock 

fireworks display and see in 2015 with hugs, 

handshakes and many happy memories of our Narellan 

Probus friendships and activities throughout 2014. 

Ken Starkey 

 

 

GOOD NIGHT AND GOD BLESS 

 

 
 

Our intrepid adventurer and Club Secretary Margaret 

Rubesa recently introduced me to Trish Clark a 

remarkable lady who travels extensively at home and 

overseas and is the author of the Good Night and God 

Bless series of travel guidebooks. Trish and Margaret 

recently shared an experience trekking with camels 

across the Simpson Desert. Trish submitted a 

fascinating article about her trek with Margaret to 

“Wandering Educators” an online travel information 

site.  An abridged version of Trish’s article titled 

“Starry Starry Nights” is as follows: 
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We were initially a small party of complete strangers. 

Margaret and I in our sixties and Olaf a septuagenarian 

from Finland and Russell an experienced cameleer. At 

dawn we were driven to a holding area near Lake 

Torrens for a rendezvous with the camel train of eight 

camels where Russell instructed us on some of the 

finer points of desert craft- how to make a fire, boil a 

billy, roll up a swag and how to use a desert loo (find 

bush, check for snakes, dig, execute, set alight, cover 

up). 

 

While we trekked alongside, the camels did all the 

heavy work lugging our food supplies, swags, picnic 

table, gallons of water and a rifle in the unlikely event 

we happened to be charged by a wild bull camel. Each 

day after breakfast we loaded the camels with our gear 

and walked until lunchtime. After our lunch of 

flatbread stuffed with tinned meat, cheese and tomato 

followed by a slice of fruit cake, we marched in 

temperatures over 35 degrees until late afternoon, 

stopping when Russell had found a sheltered oasis 

where we could unload the camels and roll out our 

swags. We put on extra clothes and relaxed around a 

roaring fire eating Russel’s delicious one pot meals 

ravenously and sipping a hot drink before we snuggled 

gratefully into our comfy swags.  

 

 
 

Trish Clarke 

 

Trekking through the desert in the wake of a camel 

train is not everyone’s idea of fun but for me it was all 

about new experiences. Apart from walking across an 

ocean of sand it was the first time I have gone more 

than a week without a bath or changed my clothes, the 

first time I have slept in a swag under the stars or been 

wedded to a fly net and the first time I have helped 

care for a herd of headstrong but loveable camels. 

By Ken Starkey 

 

Acknowledgements:  Wandering Educators article 

“Starry Starry Nights” and photos by Trish Clark  

 

 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 

                         

 Art  Appreciation  -  Francoise Kirkland 

 

                      
                       

Rose and Butterfly by Joy Tracey 

 

Book Club – Pat and Ray Cranfield                 

At our first meeting for the year on Monday the 16th 

of February, we will be discussing holiday reading. 

Hopefully we will have received some treasures for 

Christmas or had time to visit the library. We look 

forward to recommencing our group .                                                                                                       

 

Bowls – Paul Hay 

Lawn Bowls on Tuesday, 24 February at Camden 

R.S.L  2.15pm for a 2.30pm start.  Cost is $10.00 per 

person which includes bowls. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 
Happy New Year to all.  There will be no card making 

session this month due to refurbishment of the venue. 

However, bring your morning tea and come along to 

Jeanette’s home at 4 Giddings Link, Harrington Park 

(46479986) on Tuesday 10
th
 February for a cuppa and 

chat. We will discuss some ideas for the coming year. 

 

Cards - Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey 

Our next cards night will be at Harrington Park Casino 

on Friday 27th February commencing at 7 pm. Contact 

Jeanette on 46479986. 

  

Craft – Mary Michel 

Hope you all had a wonderful  Christmas break. 

We will commence our first craft  get together on  

Tuesday 17
th

 February at 1.30pm.  
 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

The Gardeners met at Sue’s home on Friday 23
rd

 for a 

cuppa and a planning morning. We now have the 

program for the year with some great visits planned. A 

copy of the program is on the website. 

Happy potting! 

 

Photography Group – Ros Hodgins 

In response to comments from club members the 

Happy Snappers program has had an overhaul and is 

fit and ready for new and exciting times in 2015.  As 



well as our popular photo outings we will be 

embracing new technology and conducting small 

informal workshops to help members use and 

understand their Smart Phones and Tablets, not only 

for photographic purposes, but also to explore those 

functions that are available on them which will 

improve and energise our lifestyle. 

 

Our first meeting/workshop on Friday 13th February in 

the Large Hall at Park Central commencing at 10 am 

is, as usual, open to all club members and will be an 

introduction to basic smart phone and tablet use and to 

gather ideas from you, the members, as to what topics 

we will cover at future workshops.  So no matter what 

level of technical expertise you have, it is important 

that you come along to our initial meeting for the 

beginning of an exciting new interest group extension 

and to put forward your ideas for inclusion in our 

programme.  

 

 
 

David and Pauline at Eschol Park House 

 

 

Walking/Dining Group – Margaret Rubesa 

 

Wednesday, 18
th

 February 2015 
Lunch at “Haruki Japanese Restaurant” Camden at 

12.30pm.  Located opppsite Coles Camden, licensed 

restaurant.  Average cost of lunch meal $16.00 per 

person.  A “Bento Box” consists of a small soup, salad, 

entrée, sushi, rice and a meal of your choice. 

 

Thursday, 12 March, 2015 

“Australian Bio Resources”.  Located at Moss Vale. 

A state of the art facility for breeding and holding 

research mice, owned and operated by Garvin Institute. 

Meet at Narellan Library car park.  Car pooling.  

Departing 8.45am.  Maximum 45 people.  After tour of 

Institute we will stop for lunch in Moss Vale, after 

lunch we will do 2 walks in the “Cecil Hoskins Nature 

Reserve”.  Located between Moss Vale and Bowral.  

Both walks are on flat ground, walking to the weir 

which takes 40 minutes (900m) and along 

Wingecarribee River which takes 20 minutes (500m) 

 

Friday, 13
 
March 2015 

Dinner at “Pizza Piccola Restaurant” Harrington Park 

at 7.00pm.  An assortment of pizzas.  Cost TBA 

 

 

Shows-Joyce Reilly 

0408248322 

gran08reilly@yahoo.com.au 

 

FEBRUARY 

John Williamson 

The Cube – Catholic Club Saturday 7
th

 Feb 8pm 

 

Normie Rowe – 

Casula Powerhouse 

Thursday 5
nd

 Feb 2pm  $20  Pay now 

 

Dirty Dancing  
Wed 11

th
 Feb 1pm $70  Lyric Theatre 

 

Deana Martin – The Cube 

Saturday 28 February 8pm. $51 Pay Now 

 

MARCH 

Everybody Loves Lucy 

Casula Powerhouse 

Thursday 5
th

 March 2pm $20 Pay Now 

 

The Producers 

Campbelltown Theatre Group 

Saturday 14
th

 March 2pm. $31 

Dinner after Flowerdrum Chinese 

Pay Now 

 

Premiers Concert  - Sydney Entertainment 

Centre  Tues 17th March 15 11am  

Doors open 9.30am 

We were given 20 seats I have 5 on wait list. 

If you are NOT going please let me know so 

I can re-allocate seats. 

 

Bobby Fox ( Jersey Boys) 

Saturday 28 March 8pm  The Cube. 

NOTE. Probus trip to Melbourne returns Sun 29
th

  

This is for people not going on Peter’s trip. 

Pay Now 

 

MAY 

David Campbell 

Saturday 9
th

 May 8 pm Mothers Day Concert 

The Cube $51 Pay Now 

 

The McClymonts 

Forever Begins Tonight Tour 

Saturday 16
th

 May 8pm. The Cube $40 Pay Now 
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JULY  

The Volatinsky Trio 

Casula Powerhouse  $18 

Thursday 30
th

 July 2015 2pm 

 

AUGUST 

Les Miserables – Capitol Theatre 

Wed 19
th

 August 1pm  $60 

 

The Wharf Revue 

Saturday 29
th

 August 2pm 

IMB Theatre Wollongong $63 

OR 

Riverside Theatre, Parramatta 

Sept 12
th

 Sat 2pm   $60 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Anything Goes – Opera House 

Tues 29
th

  Sept  15   1pm.- $82 

 

OCTOBER 

Popopera – Musical 

Casula Powerhouse  $18 

Thursday 22
nd

 October 15 

NOTE: This show is for people NOT on 

Peters 1
st
 trip Norfolk.16-23 October 15 

 

NOVEMBER   

Matilda the Musical – Lyric Theatre 

Wed 4th November 15 $71 

 

Vera – The Magic of Dame Vera Lyn 

Casula Powerhouse   $18 

Thursday 12
th

 November 15  2pm 

 

DECEMBER 

 

Coming Home for Xmas 

Casula Powerhouse 

Thursday 17
th

 Dec 2pm $18 

 

All Casula Powerhouse shows 

Have complimentary tea/coffee 

& cake before the show from 1.15 pm. 

 
TRAVEL TALES – Kathy & Malcolm Smith 

Welcome back to the New Year. Our next Travel Tales 

meeting will be held at the usual venue, Park Central 

Campbelltown in the large Recreation Hall on 

Wednesday  18th February at 7:30 pm. 

Travel Tales are held on the third Wednesday of the 

month. Our next meeting will feature Russia where 

Sue, Ros, Anna and Clarice will share some of their 

experiences.  Everyone is welcome. 

TOURS – Peter O’Loughlin 
Well the new year is well on its way, 1 down, only 11 

more (months) to go before another New Year’s Eve 

 

It seems we have another busy year for members and 

friends on the Combined Probus Club of Narellan, 

what with Joyce’s Shows, Margaret’s Walks and 

Lunch/Dinner venues, all our assorted interest groups 

we certainly have a lot to choose from. 

 

At our first meeting, next Friday 6
th
 February I need to 

collect payment for the Cruise on the Hawkesbury. 

 

For those coming to Melbourne in March I will have 

final balance owed and home pick-up times, we still 

have one room left on this tour so if anybody has a 

change of heart let me know promptly. 

 

I have received a new Itinerary for the South Island of 

New Zealand, a 12 day tour, the itinerary is 26 pages 

of detailed information, if you would like to see a copy 

let me know and I will email it to you. No cost yet, this 

will be provided when we have enough interest to fill 

the tour. 

 
 

CALENDAR: 

Weekly Events: 

 Golf on Tuesday 

 Art on Thursday 
2015 

Feb 2 Normie Rowe, Casula 2pm 

Feb 6 General Meeting 10am Narellan Community 

Hall 

Feb 7 John Williamson The Cube 8pm 

Feb 10 Card Making with Marion 

Feb 11 Dirty Dancing, Lyric Theatre 1pm 

Feb 13 Photography with Ros 

Feb 16 Book Club with Pat & Ray 

Feb 17 Craft with Mary 

Feb 18 Lunch “Haruki Japanese Restaurant” 

 Camden 12.30pm 

Feb 18 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Feb 20 Tour:  Cruise from Brooklyn 

Feb 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Feb 25 Deana Martin, The Cube 8pm 

Feb 27 Gardening with Sue 

Mar 3 Craft with Mary 

Mar 5 Everybody Loves Lucy, Casula 2pm 

Mar 6 Probus AGM 10am 

Mar 10 Card Making with Marion 

Mar 12 “Australian Bio Resources” Moss Vale 

Mar 13 Photography with Ros 

Mar 13 Dinner “Pizza Piccola Restaurant,  

 Harrington Park 7.00pm 

Mr 14 The Producers, C’town Theatre Group 2pm 

Mar 16 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Mar 17  Premier’s Concert, Sydney Entertainment  

Centre 11am 



Mar 18 Travel Tales, Park Central 7.30pm 

Mar 21-29  Tour: Melbourne 

Mar 27 Gardening with Sue 

Mar 28 Bobby Fox (Jersey Boys) The Cube 8pm 

Mar 31 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Apr 3-6 Easter 

Apr 7  Craft with Mary 

Apr 10 General Meeting 10am Community Hall 

Apr 14 Card Making with Marion 

Apr 15 Travel Tales Park Central 7.30pm 

Apr 17 Tour: Bradman Museum, Bowral 

Apr 20 Book Club with Pat and Ray 

Apr 24 Gardening with Sue 

Apr 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

 
 

 

An email from Francoise suggested our members might be 

interested in Bob Bee’s Christmas gift to his grandchildren. 

 

 

Treats for Grandkids by Bob Bee 
 
We grandparents love doing special things for 
our grandkids, don’t we? It’s part of the job 
description.  It’s even more enjoyable when 
that ‘special thing’ is something unique we’ve 
made ourselves. I know other members of 
our club have done the same, using their 
particular writing, artistic or craft skill and 
enjoyed the experience. 
 

I recently had the thrill of presenting my 
three families of grandchildren each with a 30 
page illustrated story book I named “Larry 
Luna’s Holiday”. 

 
 

 

 
And thrill it was after spending over 6 

months designing the A4 page layouts, 
painting all the story pages in oils, scanning, 
inserting text, then arranging for printing. Not 
as ‘simple’ as it sounded when I first had the 
idea. But the smiles of delight on the 
grandkids’ faces made it all worth the effort. 

 

 
 
While not exactly a Probus activity, I did 

some of the painting at Francoise’s Art group 
and appreciated her very valuable hints on 
some of my pages, as well as 
encouragement from the other group 
members. 

 
As the book size was in landscape A4 

format and I wanted the pages to have that 
‘professional’ semi-gloss finish and perfect 
binding with hardcover, I used the on-line 
photo-book facilities of Officeworks. Trust me 
– it wasn’t cheap but, hey, it’s for the 
grandkids. After the two extra copies I had 
done for the Camden and school libraries, 
there won’t be any more done. 

  
The cover page and a typical story page 

are shown above. Who knows, the books 
may survive the years to be read to our great-
grandkids. If you’d like to try it out on your 
grandkids, you can borrow the copy from 
Camden Library. In fact, please do.  
 

 

Congratulations, Bob, your grandchildren are very 

lucky. 
 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and Confidential 

for Combined Probus Club of Narellan’s use only and is not 

to be used for any other purpose.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri  6 Feb 2015 

NEXT MEETING:               Fri  6 Mar 2015 

                  10am –12noon 


